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Venezuelan President Jaime Lusinchi recently inaugurated the final phase of the Raul Leoni
Hydroelectric Works, a massive project destined to provide 75% of the country's electrical energy
needs in the next few years. The dam project is located on the Caroni River in southeastern
Venezuela. Vice president of Caroni State Electrification (EDELCA), Efrain Carrera, told reporters
in Guri that the dam is part of a national policy of replacing hydrocarbons with renewable natural
resources in energy production. Venezuelan oil, he said, is then freed up for sale in international
markets. Development of the Caroni River has also become a cornerstone of economic development
in neighboring Guayana. EDELCA's construction manager, Gerardo Chavarri, said the dam
produces 22 billion kilowatt-hours per year, equivalent to consumption of 55 million barrels of oil.
In terms of installed power generation capacity, the Raul Leoni hydroelectric plant is currently the
world's largest, at 10,000 megawatts. The plant will fall to second place once installation of 12,000
megawatts capacity is completed by Brazil and Paraguay in the Itaipu hydroelectric plant. (Basic
data from PRENSA LATINA, 11/10/86)
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